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Fiscal Impact Summary 

This bill establishes additional unlawful acts against dogs or horses used by law enforcement and 
increases associated penalties. 
 
This bill may result in an increase in the number of cases in circuit court and potentially the 
number of incarcerations which may increase the workload of the court system and the 
Commission of Indigent Defense (CID), the Department of Probation, Parole and Pardon 
Services (PPP), the Commission on Prosecution Coordination (CPC), and the Department of 
Corrections (Corrections). The potential increase in expenses for Judicial and each agency will 
depend upon the increase in the number of cases and number of incarcerations. The agencies 
anticipate that the potential increase in caseload can be managed within existing appropriations. 
Judicial anticipates that the potential impact of the caseload in court can be managed within 
existing appropriations. However, if the bill has an unanticipated impact on caseloads or 
downstream expenses, Judicial and these agencies will request an increase in General Fund 
appropriations. For information, according to Corrections, in FY 2024-25, the annual total cost 
per inmate was $37,503, of which $35,696 was state funded. 
 
Based on a response on similar legislation, we anticipate this bill will have no expenditure 
impact for the State Law Enforcement Division (SLED) as this bill does not change the 
responsibilities of the agency. 
 
The Revenue and Fiscal Affairs Office (RFA) surveyed the counties and contacted the Municipal 
Association of South Carolina (MASC) as to the potential expenditure impact of the bill and 
received a response from Dorchester County, Florence County, and Horry County. All report that 
any change in workload due to the provisions of the bill can be managed with existing staff and 
resources. 
 
This bill may result in a change in the fines and fees collected in court due to an increase in the 
caseload in court and the increased fine amounts within the enhanced penalties. Court fines and 
fees are distributed to the General Fund, Other Funds, and local funds. Therefore, RFA 
anticipates this bill may result in a change to General Fund, Other Funds, and local revenue due 
to the change in fines and fees collections in court. 
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Explanation of Fiscal Impact 

Introduced on April 1, 2026 
State Expenditure 
This bill makes it unlawful for a person to shoot a car when a dog or horse used by law 
enforcement is inside and makes it unlawful for a person to hit a dog or horse used by law 
enforcement while running from pursuit. The bill also increases the penalties associated with 
willful and malicious injury to or killing of such animal. 
 
This bill may result in an increase in the number of cases in circuit court and potentially the 
number of incarcerations which may increase the workload of the court system and CID, PPP, 
the PPC, and Corrections. The potential increase in expenses for Judicial and each agency will 
depend upon the increase in the number of cases and number of incarcerations. The agencies 
anticipate that the potential increase in caseload can be managed within existing appropriations. 
Judicial anticipates that the potential impact of the caseload in court can be managed within 
existing appropriations. Judicial notes that during FY 2024-25, seven offenses under the existing 
statutes related to animals used by law enforcement were disposed in General Sessions, 
representing 0.005 percent of offenses disposed of in General Sessions during that time period. 
However, if the bill has an unanticipated impact on caseloads or downstream expenses, these 
agencies will request an increase in General Fund appropriations. For information, according to 
Corrections, in FY 2024-25, the annual total cost per inmate was $37,503, of which $35,696 was 
state funded. 
 
Based on a response on similar legislation, we anticipate this bill will have no expenditure 
impact for SLED as this bill does not change the responsibilities of the agency. 
 
State Revenue 
This bill may result in a change in the fines and fees collected in court due to an increase in the 
caseload in court and the increased fine amounts within the enhanced penalties. Court fines and 
fees are distributed to the General Fund, Other Funds, and local funds. Therefore, RFA 
anticipates this bill may result in a change to General Fund and Other Funds revenue due to the 
change in fines and fees collections in court. 
 
Local Expenditure 
RFA surveyed all counties in the state and contacted MASC as to the potential expenditure 
impact of the bill and received a response from Dorchester County, Florence County, and Horry 
County. All report that any change in workload due to the provisions of the bill can be managed 
with existing staff and resources. 
 
Local Revenue 
This bill may result in a change in the fines and fees collected in court due to an increase in the 
caseload in court and the increased fine amounts within the enhanced penalties. Court fines and 
fees are distributed to the General Fund, Other Funds, and local funds. Therefore, RFA 
anticipates this bill may result in a change to local revenue due to the change in fines and fees 
collections in court. 
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